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feel that something has got to be done to define freedom. . . .* I
have come here out of prison; with me there were thousands The
avowed object of the Settlement with the Viceroy was that Con-
gress should be represented at the Round Table Conference. I and
many Congressmen were trying to negotiate this. Generally at a
round table people sit who are elected; who have got there in their
own right. I do not sit in my own right, I am there on sufferance:
out of nominated members you do not expect brilliant results. I
have never known a conference with nominated members which
has decided on principles.

We have set out to give our own blood But the attitude here
[is]- eLook at these ungrateful fellows, they do not see the bless-
ings of British rule * It is not only the official mind, but those
capable of shaping public mind. It was Sir Henry Campbell-
Bannerman who said that good government was no substitute for
self-government Those who are concerned do not feel that Bri-
tish rule has done good. Gokhale said it has emasculated us. How
has that nation suddenly become conscious of its strength ? The
obstacle is the colossal ignorance of the best of Englishmen. The
ignorance is nearly appalling. It is misinformation, false history.
The Press contains nothing of what happens in India. Chittagong
is a black page in history Officers ran amok and created havoc
on unarmed population. In Hijli innocent men were shot down;
16 were seriously injured I would condemn attempts on lives of
Englishmen in the severest language possible

But what does this mean ?   There is a vital connection between
Chittagong, Hijli and these attacks.

The whole of India is seething with unrest for which there are
definite causes, and in which British rule is involved Moral and
material progress of India? The sum total is nil. See what a
hurdle race I have to run. I give you absolute assurance that day
and night I am trying my very best to reach a solution and am
putting no obstacle in the way. We have burnt our boats and
we have our backs to the wall. I want freedom in the name
of untouchableSj poor masses. I would sacrifice a million lives, and
that freedom would be cheaply bought. Voluntary sacrifice of a
million lives is infinitely preferable to the death millions are
undergoing by inches. I cannot tolerate this. . . ,2 The only res-
triction is that we shall not soil our fingers with the blood of our
opponents and we will not descend to untruth.

We won't have the tremendous weight of an army of occu-
pation . . .3 We pay the bulk of our savings to our door-keepers.

*,2 & 3 Some words arc not clear here.